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I fell asleep cursed and damned a political system which
is quite capable of taxing the whole population in order
to provide children with free spectacles, but will not do
the obvious thing which even the oculists (who are not
entirely selfish) would back up, and prohibit, on pain
of death (a justifiable thing where offences are cold-
blooded), the use, whether in book or newspaper, of
type  below   a   certain  size.    Before  literacy  became
general it didn't matter so much; but now, every year,
visiting schools of any grade, travelling in any sort of
conveyance, one cannot help noticing that year after
year the number of the young who have been clapped
into spectacles steadily increases.   Reading at all is
probably bad for the eyes; but that cannot be helped,
it is the price we have to pay for the advance of know-
ledge and the distant hope of civilization. But reading
minute type is the devil and all.

"Will they stop it?    I doubt it-----" I murmured to

myself, as I drifted into the fourth dimension and the
world of J. W. Dunne.
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